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ENG 308 IMPORTANCE OF MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE PRESENTATION: SUPPLEMENTAL HANDOUT
MAIN OBJECTIVES OF PRESENTATION:


Our fundamental aim and ultimate goal in presenting the importance of incorporating multicultural literature into the classroom is not only to give students a chance to delve into and strive to understand cultures other than just their own-a great objective in and of itself-but also to teach students to think critically about themselves in position to the world around them, as well as about social injustice and Western stereotypes of other cultures that they are undoubtedly exposed to in daily life. Multicultural literature encourages them to see the world as a whole through a different, broader lens, a “kaleidoscope” of sorts, to use scholar Susan M. Landt’s words, through the eyes of a young adult with a more than likely different perspective than theirs, but whom they can relate to at the same time. Furthermore, it can also potentially, and hopefully inspire them to make use of their newly acquired knowledge and challenge often demeaning representations of the cultural "other." In order to encourage those among us who aspire to become future educators, we have compiled a comprehensive list of engaging young adult multicultural literature, separated into the categories of African, African American, Asian, Hispanic, Native American, and Middle Eastern works. Within each of these categories, we have summarized two particularly compelling novels, while also suggesting the reasons for which these novels would be beneficial to take into consideration when formulating lesson plans in your future classrooms. In addition, we have also included a list of the general reasons for which the utilization of multicultural literature is essential in schools, particular questions to ask yourself when selecting such a text, the names of several multicultural awards as well as links to suggested websites, as detailed by Susan M. Landt in her article, “Multicultural Literature and Young Adolescents: A Kaleidoscope of Opportunity,” which will help you in distinguishing the cultural "authenticity" of novels we truly hope you might choose to integrate into your curriculum one day. Furthermore, we have provided what we believe to be an incredibly beneficial overarching pedagogical approach to teaching multicultural literature, taken from the article, “Teaching Multicultural Literature in the Reading Curriculum” by Donna E. Norton. We ultimately hope that by providing you, our peers and future educators, with this valuable and comprehensive information, we will be successful in lessening any possible apprehensions that you may have about teaching multicultural literature, as well as in inspiring you to enrich your curriculum by incorporating engaging works of multicultural literature from various regions of the world, such as the ones that we have suggested, into your classrooms. 

THE “SIX PURPOSES” OF MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE AS EXPLAINED BY SUSAN M. LANDT IN HER ARTICLE, “MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE AND YOUNG ADOLESCENTS: A KALEIDOSCOPE OF OPPORTUNITY” :

1. It heightens respect for individuals. Children discover that all people have basic needs, feelings, and emotions.
2. It acknowledges contributions of minorities. Many cultures have made contributions to the world, and we should celebrate these accomplishments.
3. It brings children into contact with other cultures. Since children develop an awareness of differences among people at an early age, it is important that they be exposed to books that reflect a pluralistic society. This helps to eliminate ethnocentrism and encourages respect and tolerance for others.
4. It enhances students’ self-concept. Children realize that they have a cultural heritage of which they can be proud.
5. It helps children realize that society has developed a value system that validates some differences and minimizes others. This system is based on ignorance and misperception and its existence promotes inequality.
6. It encourages students to detect prejudice and to work toward its elimination.
CRITERIA TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN SELECTING “QUALITY” MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE, AS PRESENTED BY SUSAN M. LANDT IN HER ARTICLE, “MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE AND YOUNG ADOLESCENTS: A KALEIDOSCOPE OF OPPORTUNITY” :

1. The accurate portrayal of the culture or cultures depicted in the book includes not only physical characteristics such as clothing and food, but relationships among people within the culture and with people of different cultures.
2. There is diversity within the culture; characters are unique individuals, not stereotypical representatives.
3. Dialogue is culturally authentic with characters using speech that accurately represents their oral traditions. Non-English words are spelled and used correctly.
4. Realistic social issues and problems are depicted frankly and accurately without oversimplification.
5. Minority characters are shown as leaders within their community able to solve their own problems. Cultural minorities do not play a supporting or subservient role while whites are seen as possessing all the power.
MULTICULTURAL AWARDS THAT CAN HELP IN DETERMINING THE “CULTURAL AUTHENTICITY” OF A TEXT AS DETAILED BY SUSAN M. LANDT IN HER ARTICLE, “MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE AND YOUNG ADOLESCENTS: A KALEIDOSCOPE OF OPPORTUNITY” :

· Coretta Scott King Award (African American)
· The Pura Belpré Award (Latino/Latina)
· Tomás Rivera Award (Mexican American)
· Sydney Taylor Award (Jewish)
· Américas Book Award for Children’s Young Adult Literature (Latin America, the Caribbean, or Latinos in the United States)
· Mildred L. Batchelder Award (most outstanding children’s book originally published in a foreign language and subsequently translated into English for publication in the United States)
· Native American Youth Services Literature Award (Native American)
· Asian/Pacific American Award for Children’s and Young Adult Literature (Asian/Pacific American)
WEBSITES GIVING EXAMPLES OF VARIOUS MULTICULTURAL BOOKS AS PROVIDED BY SUSAN M. LANDT IN HER ARTICLE, “MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE AND YOUNG ADOLESCENTS: A KALEIDOSCOPE OF OPPORTUNITY” :

www.asianamericanbooks.com/index.shtml (Asian American)

www.oyate.org (Native American)

www.isomedia.com/homes/jmele/joe.html (multicultural book reviews for K-12 educators)

www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawarsd/booklistsbook.htm (multicultural fiction)
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African Young Adult Novels

Things Fall Apart (1958) By: Chinua Achebe

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Nigeria

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade


SUMMARY: 


Although Achebe arguably did not write this novel with a young adult audience in mind, this classic example of postcolonial literature has been taught in classes across the country time and time again, and for good reason: the novel is considered the first to be written as a counter-narrative to colonial discourse of the time concerning Africa. In his highly-acclaimed work, Achebe strongly contests the barbaric representations of African people in works such as Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, and Richard Burton’s Sir Richard Burton’s Travels in Arabia and Africa, for example. Things Fall Apart is narrated by an omnipotent narrator, who, at least for the majority of the time, presents the story through the eyes of the extremely complicated, powerful, respectable, and yet impulsive character of Okonkwo in the village of Umuofia, in what is now Nigeria. In many ways, Okonkwo is the epitome of masculinity in the Igbo tribe. However, throughout the novel, we learn about the Igbo culture through Okonkwo’s violation of it. Thus, while he may represent what the West would typically perceive as a “typical” African man, he is also the exception to his otherwise structured, law-abiding, and sophisticated tribesman. On the other hand, Achebe’s unapologetic portrayals of the West in the novel represent the colonizers as violent, intolerant, and ignorant, with the exception of one missionary, Mr. Brown. With proper background information and analysis, the text can move from being seemingly boring, to a novel which allows students to see the lack of cultural understanding that the colonizers approached the “colonized” with, as well as the oppression that white settlers imposed on people, such as those in Umuofia, during the time of colonization. In this way, Things Fall Apart could also offer a great way in which to approach discussions on domination and subordination at work in the world today, and hopefully inspire students to not only become aware of stereotypes and injustice, but to actually take action, and challenge the world around them. At the very least, Achebe’s revolutionary piece will give students an intimate look into African culture that colonialist narratives about Africa never even came close to accurately portraying. 

AK (1994) By: Peter Dickinson 
COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Nagala (fictional)

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 7th-12th Grade 

SUMMARY:


AK, by Peter Dickinson is a novel detailing the incredibly difficult life of a merely 12 year old boy named Paul, who until the start of the novel, has been forced to suffer through life child soldier fighting against the political corruption of the government of Nagala, a fictionalized African country. At the onset of the novel, “peace” is ultimately declared in the country, and Paul moves in with his mentor, and now adopted father, named Michael. However, his world is once again turned upside down as, following a coup staged by an opposing party, his only positive role model, Michael, is imprisoned. The rest of the story follows Paul as he desperately tries to find and free him, detailing the political conflict and violence he witnesses along the way. This novel explores the effects of political corruption, lending itself to realism despite the fact that it takes places in a world created by the author, Peter Dickinson. The story will undoubtedly grip students, and is a definite page turner. More importantly, it offers many aspects of identity and love in the midst of political corruption, all important themes to be discussed and analyzed in a classroom, ultimately exposing students to a situation that they might have studied as a statistic, but not as a story prior to delving into this particularly gripping novel.

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier (2008) By: Ishmael Beah 

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Sierra Leone

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Arrow of God (1989) By: Chinua Achebe

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Nigeria

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Aya of Yop City (2008) By: Marguerite Abouet and Clément Oubrerie, Translated by Helge Dascher  

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Ivory Coast

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 10th-12th Grade

Burn My Heart (2008) By: Beverley Naidoo

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Kenya 

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 3rd-6th Grade

Call on the Wind (2008) By: David Donald

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: South Africa

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-9th Grade 

Imagine This (2007) By: Sade Adeniran 

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Nigeria (but set in London)

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-10th Grade

Lucky Fish (2005) By: Reviva Schermbrucker 

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: South Africa

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-10th Grade

Now is the Time for Running (2011) By: Michael Williams 

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Zimbabwe 

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 7th-10th Grade

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope (2010) By: William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer 

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Malawi 

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-10th Grade

The Other Side of Truth (2002) By: Beverley Naidoo 

COUNTRY: Nigeria

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 5th-8th Grade

African American Young Adult Novels

The Watsons Go To Birmingham--1963: A Novel (1995) By: Christopher Paul Curtis
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th – 12th
SUMMARY:


The Watsons Go To Birmingham--1963: A Novel is a historical-fiction young adult text that centers on a family of five from Flint, Michigan. Byron is in sixth grade, Kenny (the narrator) is in fourth grade, and Joetta is in kindergarten. Throughout the school year Byron continually gets into trouble at school and with his parents. He bullies and fights other kids, starts fires, and chemically straightens his hair without permission. Byron’s reckless behavior forces the Watson’s to pay a visit to their strict Grandma Sands in Birmingham, Alabama. The family hopes that Grandma Sands will be able to give Byron a much needed attitude adjustment during the summer. Surprisingly Byron begins to take responsibility and develop a sense of maturity. He obeys his grandmother’s orders and sheds his teenage delinquency. He becomes a protective older brother to Kenny and Joey.


The novel is set at the height of the civil rights and prejudice injustices and in the notorious center of segregation. Joey is at church with the neighbors when a bomb goes off. She manages to narrowly escape and the family quickly moves back to Flint to escape the troubling circumstances and situations. Kenny is immensely changed as a result of the experience. He becomes introverted, reserved, and very quiet. He feels guilty for not trying to save his sister and running in fear, but Byron comforts him and explains that nothing that transpired was his fault. This brotherly interaction helps Kenny move beyond the experience and return to his normal self.

The Autobiography of Malcolm X (2001) by Malcolm X and Alex Haley
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
SUMMARY:

Malcolm X is born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska. The Midwest, during this period, is full of discrimination and racial violence. Malcolm’s family moves to Michigan where they continue to experience persecution and violence. White people murder Malcolm’s father and force his mother into a mental hospital. After living in a Michigan detention home and completing the eighth grade, Malcolm moves to Boston, Massachusetts, to live with his half-sister, Ella. In Boston Malcolm quickly becomes involved in urban nightlife. He passes for being much older than he is, wearing flashy clothes, gambling, drinking, doing drugs, and dating an older white woman, Sophia. Malcolm eventually takes a job as a railway porter. He then moves to New York, where he begins working as a hustler in Harlem. Malcolm’s various jobs there include running numbers, selling drugs, and steering white people to black brothels. He also commits armed robberies.

When life in Harlem becomes too dangerous, Malcolm returns to Boston, where he becomes a house burglar and is eventually arrested. In prison, Malcolm transforms himself, converting to the branch of Islam promoted by the Nation of Islam, which has already converted a number of Malcolm’s siblings. Inspired by the faith, Malcolm stops using drugs; he reads voraciously, prays, studies English and Latin, and joins the prison debate team.

The prison releases Malcolm on parole. Malcolm moves in with his brother Wilfred and becomes very active in the Detroit temple of the Nation of Islam. Malcolm receives permission to drop his last name, which a white slave owner gave to one of his ancestors. He adopts the placeholder “X” as his last name, using the letter to represent the lost name of his African ancestors. Malcolm X soon meets the Nation of Islam’s leader, Elijah Muhammad, and rises quickly from the rank of temple assistant in Detroit to the Nation’s first national minister. Malcolm X becomes known throughout the United States, even outside of Muslim circles, as a fiery advocate for black unity and militancy. The Nation of Islam’s leaders resent and fear Malcolm despite his allegiance to their cause, and they suspend him from the organization.

The Nation of Islam’s frustration with Malcolm intensifies, and Malcolm begins receiving death threats. After a divisive argument with Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm leaves the Nation of Islam. He uses his fame to found his own organization, Muslim Mosque, Inc. He sees his organization as more politically active than the Nation of Islam. On a trip to the Middle East and Africa, Malcolm discovers what he sees as true Islam. This version of Islam contrasts with the version of Islam he has been teaching. By the end of his life, Malcolm X is an international figure, welcomed by foreign leaders and committed to Islam as a religion that can alleviate the racial problems of the United States. He is assassinated in 1965.

47 (2005) By: Walter Mosley
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
A Hope in the Unseen (1999) By: Ron Suskind
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Becoming Billie Holiday (2008) By: Carole Boston Weatherford
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Beloved: A Novel (1998) By: Toni Morrison
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Black And White (2006) By: Paul Volponi
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Black Angels (2009) By: Linda Beatrice Brown

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Bronx Masquerade (2003) By: Nikki Grimes
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Carver, A Life In Poems (2001) By: Marilyn Nelson
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

Chains: Seeds Of America (2008) By: Laurie Halse Anderson
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice (2009) By: Phillip M. Hoose
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Cool Like That (2010) By: Nikki Carter
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Copper Sun (2006) By: Sharon Draper
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Cross-X (2006) By: Joe Miller
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Culture Clash (2010) By: L. Divine
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Dreams From My Father: A Story Of Race And Inheritance (2004) By: Barack Obama
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Face Relations: 11 Stories About Seeing Beyond Color (2004) By: Marilyn Singer
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Finding Fish: A Memoir (2001) By: Antwone Quentin Fisher
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Finding My Place (2010) By: Traci Jones
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 

Flygirl (2008) By: Sherri Smith
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Forged by Fire (1998) By: Sharon Draper
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Getting Away With Murder: The True Story Of The Emmett Till Case (2003) By: Chris Crowe
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Go Tell It On The Mountain (1995) By: James Baldwin
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Here In Harlem: Poems In Many Voices (2004) By: Walter Dean Myers
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings (1985) By: Maya Angelou
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 

Jumped (2009) By: Rita Williams-Garcia
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Letters From A Slave Boy: The Story Of Joseph Jacobs (2007) By: Robert Lyons
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Life on the Color Line (1996) By: Gregory Howard Williams
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Lockdown (2010) By: Walter Dean Myers
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Lost And Found (2007) By: Anne E. Schraff and Paul Langan
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Mare's War (2009) By: Tanita S. Davis
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Mississippi Trial, 1955 (2003) By: Chris Crowe
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Money Hungry (2001) By: Sharon Flake
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Monster (2004) By: Walter Dean Myers
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
New Boy (2005) By: Julian Houston
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Ninth Ward (2010) By: Jewell Parker Rhodes
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
No Laughter Here (2004) By: Rita Williams-Garcia
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Nothing But Drama (2006) By: ReShonda Tate Billingsley
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Off-color (2007) By: Janet McDonald
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Push: A Novel (1996) By: Sapphire
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Quiet Storm: Voices Of Young Black Poets (1999)
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Race: A History Beyond Black And White (2007) By: Marc Aronson
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Stormwitch (2005) By: Susan Vaught
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Teenage Bluez : A Collection Of Urban Stories (2005) By: K. Cain
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Teenage Love Affair (2010) By: Ni-Ni Simone
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Autobiography of Malcolm X (2001) by Malcolm X and Alex Haley
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Bridge: The Life And Rise Of Barack Obama (2010) By: David Remnick
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Coldest Winter Ever: A Novel (2006) By: Sister Souljah
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Death Of Jayson Porter (2008) By: Jaime Adoff
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The First Part Last (2005) By: Angela Johnson
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Kayla Chronicles: A Novel (2007) By: Sherri Winston
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Land (2001) By: Mildred Taylor
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Marvelous Effect (2007) By: Troy Cle
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Rock And The River (2009) By: Kekla Magoon
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Rose that Grew From Concrete (2009) By: Tupac Shakur
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 

The Secret Life of Bees (2003) By: Sue Monk Kidd
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
The Skin I'm In (2007) By: Sharon Flake
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Touching Snow (2007) By: Sandy M. Felin
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 

When Dad Killed Mom (2001) By: Julius Lester
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th 
Yummy: The Last Days Of A Southside Shorty (2010) By: Greg Neri
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th
Asian Young Adult Novels

Inside Out and Back Again (2011) By Thanhha Lia

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Vietnam

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-12th Grade

SUMMARY:


Inside Out and Back Again, published in 2011, and written by Thanhha Lia, is a story about an 11-year-old girl named Ha and her family moving to the United States in the midst of the Vietnam War. The story details Ha and her family’s struggles adapting to the new culture within Alabama, as well as the constant fear and worry about her father’s disappearance and the fall of Vietnam to communism. This novel truly illustrates the struggles different cultures endure with their homeland and with having to move into a new country. Thus, it is a fantastic work of multicultural literature. The characters adapt to struggles such as dealing with the war in the homeland, learning their relationships with family, understanding their culture, and dealing with racism. Amidst horrific circumstances, there is still hope for Ha’s family. Despite the unethical experiences the family faces, they still are able to experience the kindness of America. Inside Out and Back Again was awarded the 2011 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature, as well as a Newbery Honor Award. It shows the struggles different cultures are faced with when dealing with learning and adapting to a new culture as well as the background onto why they came to America. This is a fantastic book for all cultures to learn from as well as to connect with, and would be particularly beneficial for students, as they would be able to put a human face to the many psychological victims of the Vietnam War. 

American Born Chinese (2006) by Gene Luen Yang

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: China

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 8th-12th Grade

SUMMARY: 


American Born Chinese is a highly acclaimed graphic novel by Gene Luen Yang published in 2006. The book has won multiple awards including the Michael L. Printz Award, the Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album, and was also a finalist in the National Book Awards. The book consists of three separate stories with three different protagonists. Each story consists of showing their own separate problems and own ways of understanding who they are and how to solve their unanswered identity-centered questions. American Born Chinese is a great way to get young adult’s interested and involved with multicultural literature as it integrates themes of self-discovery, racial understanding, and the power of knowledge. 

              “The first tale is based upon the legendary folk tale of Sun Wukong, or The Monkey King, a character from the classic Chinese novel Journey to the West. The second tale is the story of a second-generation child of immigrants named Jin Wang, who has moved from San Francisco's Chinatown to a mostly white suburb. Jin Wang struggles to fit in within his new school, and within white American culture. His story links the other two narratives, and fits the form of an ethnic bildungsroman. The third tale tells the story of a white American boy named Danny, whose Chinese cousin Chin-Kee (as in "Chinky") comes and visits every year. Chin-Kee displays many American racial stereotypes of the Chinese in terms of accent, dress, hairstyle, physical appearance, eating habits, academic performance, and hobbies. Danny is troubled by Chin-Kee's visits” (Wikipedia)

A Step From Heaven (2003): By An Na

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Korea

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

April and the Dragon Lady (2007): By Lensy Namioka

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: China

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-10th Grade

Ask Me No Questions (2007): By Marina Budhos

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Bangladesh

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Black Mirror (2003): By Nancy Werlin

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Japan

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Celebrity Skin (2007): By Liane Bonin

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Korea

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Eyes of the Emperor (2005) By: Graham Salisbury

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Japan (but set in Honolulu, Hawaii)

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 8th-12th Grade

Fly on the Wall (2006): By E. Lockhart

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: China

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 8th-12th Grade

Finding My Hat (2004): By John Son

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Korea

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 10th-12th Grade

Samurai Girl Series First book published in 2003: By Carrie Asai

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Japan

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Hispanic Young Adult Novels

The House on Mango Street (1984) By: Sandra Cisneros

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Mexico

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-12th Grade

SUMMARY:


The House on Mango Street, by Sandra Cisneros, published in 1991, is about a 12-year-old Latino girl named Esperanza Cordero, and her family who live in Chicago. Esperanza and her family have moved around numerous times and have finally settled on a house on Mango Street. The house is a huge improvement to her previous homes, but is still small and rundown, nothing Esperanza has dreamed of.  Esperanza’s dream is to own her own home and with that goal in mind, this coming of age novel portrays hardships, adventures, and new understandings of herself and her culture. Multiple themes are presented throughout the book, including, but certainly not limited to the power of language, the struggle for self-definition, and the power of women. In the beginning of the novel, Esperanza wants to change her name so that she can define herself on her own terms, instead of accepting a name expressing her family heritage. Eventually she accepts who she is after enduring many self-learning experiences. The House on Mango Street is an incredible novel for any young adult confused about their culture and in need of a little guidance. The book is also a perfect novel for introducing multicultural themes into the classroom because of its emphasis on self-discovery and understanding of ones culture.

How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents (1991) By Julia Alvarez

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Dominican Republic

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-8th Grade

SUMMARY:


How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents, by Julia Alvarez, published in 1991, is about four sisters in the Dominican Republic who have to flee the country because of their father’s political opposition to the military dictatorship. The family ends up in New York where the girls have to adjust to a new life and culture within America. As the family matures in their new country, they grow apart from one another, which eventually leads to individual troubles between each of the girls. This coming of age novel portrays the family together, as well as the struggles that the family goes through as they begin to grow apart, each person encountering their own problems and self-learning experiences.  Each sister ends up in search of her own personal identity and readers are given the privilege of learning about each girl’s journey in this coming of age story. The book is written in reverse-chronological order and goes on a lifespan of 30 years separated into 3 parts beginning with their adult life, continuing on to describe their immigration to the United States and then ending with the girl’s childhood. How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents is a great book to incorporate into the classroom in illustrating the assimilation that many immigrants go through, as well as their struggles with identity and adjusting to a new environment. 

Accidental Love (2006): By Gary Soto

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Mexico

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 5th-12th Grade

...And Now Miguel (1953) By: Joseph Krumgold

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Mexico (but is set in New Mexico)

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Call Me Maria (2006): By Judith Ortiz Cofer

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Puerto Rico

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade 

Cuba 15 (2003): By Nancy Osa

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Cuba

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Dark Dude (2008): By Oscar Hijuelos

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Cuba

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-12th Grade

Esperanza Rising (2002): By Pam Munoz Ryan

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Mexico

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 5th-12th Grade 

Finding Miracles (2004): By Julia Alvarez

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Dominican Republic

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

The Indigo Notebook (2009): By Laura Resau

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Ecuador

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 5th-12th Grade

The Whole Sky Full of Stars (2007) By Rene Saldana

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Mexico

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Native American Young Adult Novels

Eye Killers (1996) By: A. A. Carr
TRIBE REPRESENTED: Navajo
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

SUMMARY:

Eye Killers presents the overwhelmingly prevalent theme of European colonialism versus Native American culture in a way that vividly expressed and fully encapsulates the conflict. In the novel the European’s are portrayed as Vampires that have risen from a long slumber only to reappear in modern-day Albuquerque. They are gravely disconnected with their surroundings and unfamiliar with contemporary society. 

The story centers on Falke, the leader of the vampire tribe. Upon awakening from a century-long sleep, he takes interest in and seduces a young 16-year-old Native American teenage girl, Melissa Roanhorse. The relationship between the two appears to drastically change Melissa’s demeanor. She becomes violent and irrepressible, leading to the bewildering disappearance of Melissa and her mother. The police believe Melissa is responsible for the murder of her mother and subsequently fled to escape incarceration. Her teacher Diana Logan and grandfather Micheal Roanhorse believe that Melissa is innocent of the allegations and a victim of the disappearance. The two desperately search for the women in an attempt to discover their whereabouts.

Micheal Roanhorse acts as a combatant to the inexplicably strong vampires. Throughout his journey he develops supernatural abilities of his own and serves as a representation for the strength of the Navajo tribe and Native American culture. Prior to his active involvement in the search for Melissa, Micheal is an old man who suffers from severe arthritis and lives in a remote location far removed from his native roots. After he springs into action, Micheal travels to several places to ask for the help of the Navajo and Laguna Pueblo elders he knows. With their help and knowledge, he is able to prepare Melissa’s teacher to help do battle with the vampires. Micheal is later transformed into a supernatural being similar to the vampires, but is strengthened by his spiritual bonds to his Native tradition. He uses this power to help the teacher kill Falke and ultimately save Melissa.

Men on the Moon: Collected Short Stories (1999) By: Simon J. Ortiz

TRIBE REPRESENTED: Pueblo
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th – 12th

SUMMARY:

Men on the Moon is a brilliant collection of short stories that heavily emphasize the relevance and importance of indigenous knowledge. The stories do well to make comparisons and uncover the dichotomy between Native American indigenous cultural knowledge and modern knowledge. The stories vividly portray the cultural differences between native and non-native sociological structures.

The title short story, Men on the Moon, centers on an old Native American man named Faustin and his grandson Amarosho. Faustin is introduced to a television for the very first time and frequently requires explanations as to how the electronic “box that emits pictures” works. He watches a program of a rocket launch and makes comparisons between modern society and his indigenous and native roots. He falls asleep and seems to dream into the future related to the program on television. He dreams of men on the moon inhabiting a new terrain, but they carry strange boxes on their back and wear protective suits. He then has a vivid dream about a large Skquuyuh mahkina which, “made a humming noise…was walking [and] shone in the sunlight.” It caused severe damage to every object in its path leaving behind a wake of ruin. “Its metal legs stepped upon trees and crushed growing flowers and grass… It splashed through a stream of clear water. The water boiled and streaks of oil flowed downstream. It split a juniper tree in half with a terrible crash. It crushed a boulder into dust with a sound of heavy metal. Nothing stopped the Skquuyuh mahkina.” Faustin warns Amarosho of the dangers of implementing mahkina, or heavy metal machinery, into modern society citing the destructive properties.

The mahkina helped to industrialize the earth, but at a great cost to the natural land inhabited by Native Americans. The machinery categorically corrupted and sought to expel their traditional culture indigenous knowledge. As the astronauts actively seek signs of life on the moon, Faustin seemingly sympathizes with the undiscovered fragments of life believing that, if they were in existence, they would likely wish to be left alone in unity with their natural surroundings just as the Native American people sought to live.

	Blue Horses Rush In: Poems and Stories (1997) By: Luci Tapahonso

TRIBE REPRESENTED: Navajo
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th – 12th



	Ceremony (1986) By: Leslie Marmon Silko and Larry McMurtry

TRIBE REPRESENTED: Pueblo
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th



	Dead Voices: Natural Agonies in the New World (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) 

(1992) By: Gerald Vizenor

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Various

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

	Moccasin Thunder: American Indian Stories for Today (2005) By: Lori Marie Carlson

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Various

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th – 12th

Night Flying Woman: An Ojibway Narrative (1983) By: Ignatia Broker

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Ojibway

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 7th – 12th

One Good Story, That One (1993) By: Thomas King

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Cherokee
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

Stories for a Winter’s Night: Short Fiction by Native American Writers (2000) By: Maurice Kenny

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Various

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (2007) By: Sherman Alexie

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Spokane Indian

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

The Lesser Blessed (2004) By: Richard Van Camp

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Various

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

The Night Wanderer (2007) By: Drew Hayden Taylor

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Various

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

The Surrounded (1978) By: D'Arcy McNickle and Lawrence W. Towner

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Salish Kootenai
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

The Way To Rainy Mountain (1969) By: N. Scott Momaday and Al Momaday

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Kiowa
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 7th – 12th

Tracks: A Novel (1988) By: Louise Erdrich

	TRIBE REPRESENTED: Various

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th – 12th

Waterlily (1988) By: Ella C. Deloria
TRIBE REPRESENTED: Various

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 7th – 12h


Middle Eastern Young Adult Novels

Beer in the Snooker Club (1964) By: Waguih Ghali

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Egypt

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 11th-12th Grade

SUMMARY: 


Beer in the Snooker Club is a semi-autobiographical work that is still, however, considered as fiction rather than the former. The novel is narrated by an exceptionally sarcastic, gambling, heavy drinking, womanizing, and highly self-critical man named Ram, who copes with his issues with identity in a postcolonial Egypt through these vices. More specifically, Ram is attempting to cope with his vast knowledge of the political corruption in Egypt, his native country’s former colonizer, Britain, and the rest of the world, while also trying to find his “place” within it. Ghali’s brilliant, and only published novel (the author committed suicide in 1968), is strikingly honest, exploring themes such as the complexity of self-representation, postcolonial identity, love, and political corruption in an immensely relatable way, even if one does not know much about the historical context. However, with that being said, the novel would need to be situated in history, and could thus be an excellent supplement for Social Studies teachers hoping to engage students in their lessons, as it shows a humorous, opposing, and rather intelligent perspective and critique on the regimes of the world. In both History and English courses, the novel would be incredibly beneficial to students as educators could lead students to better understand the cultures of the Middle East, a region that, at this time, does not have the best reputation in our country, to say the least, while actually being engaged in doing so, as the narration is nothing if not hilarious. Moreover, through this text, students would be able to further explore the issues of identity, love, and political corruption in relation to their own lives, while simultaneously expanding their view on the world, and understanding of other, stereotypically negatively perceived cultures. While the text does incorporate controversial subject matter (i.e. gambling, alcoholism, depression, and womanizing), claims that the novel might be “inappropriate” in a classroom could be challenged in that they are blatantly represented in a negative, rather an a positive light. The text truly offers many, many tropes to be discussed endlessly within school walls, and would above all else, thoroughly expand upon student’s world views, and encourage them to challenge the hegemonies and social injustice in their own societies, something that we firmly believe is an essential objective that all educators should aim for in their curriculum. 


Dreams of Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood (1994) By: Fatima Mernissi


COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Morocco


SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 10th-12th Grade

SUMMARY: 


Dreams of Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood, is written by highly acclaimed Moroccan sociologist Fatima Mernissi, and is, among many other things, about Mernissi’s own challenges and journey to understanding the world as a child, and later young adult, living in a traditional “harem” in Fez, Morocco during French colonial rule of the country. The memoir is compelling as it is presented through the eyes of the naive, often rebellious, and humorous little girl that Mernissi once was, and details the ways in which many of the strong women in her life, namely Fatima’s Grandmother, Mother, and Aunt, use theater, music, and stories in order to express their own dreams of getting out of the entrapments of the harem, whose walls they are unfortunately forced to stay in.Through the use of their lessons and artistic expressions, the women are able to impress their feminist ideals upon the young Mernissi, with the hope that one day, she, unlike them, will be able to escape harem life, and make an impact on the world as a woman.They encourage her to challenge the social and convention norms of who women are “supposed” to be, and can thus do the same to all readers of such a text. Dreams of Trespass offers insight into a part of the world that most students more than likely know little or nothing about, and thus de-mythicizes disillusions concerning Muslim women and their role in society during the time in which harems existed in Morocco. The autobiography is relevant and important to teach in classrooms as it both presents a narration from a strong female voice, which can potentially inspire them to make social changes of their own, represents the immense power of words, and also challenges misconceptions about the religion of Islam, and women’s position within it. 

A Thousand Veils (2008) By: D.J. Murphy

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Iraq

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Does My Head Look Big in This? (2005) By: Randa Abdel-Fattah 

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Palestine (but takes place in Australia)

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade 

Extraordinary Women from the Muslim World (2008) By: Natalie Maydell and Sep Riahi, Illustrated by Heba Amin

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 4th-7th Grade

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Morocco, Nigeria, Turkey, Yemen

Figs and Fate: Stories about Growing up in the Arab World Today (2005) By: Elsa Marston

COUNTRIES REPRESENTED: Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, and Syria

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: Kindergarten-3rd Grade 

Habibi (1999) By: Naomi Shihab-Nye

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Palestine 

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 5th-9th Grade
My Forbidden Face: Growing Up Under the Taliban: A Young Woman’s Story (2003) By: Latifah

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Afghanistan

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood (2004) By: Marjane Satrapi, Translated by Mattias Ripa

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Iran

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Persepolis 2: The Story of Return (2005) By: Marjane Satrapi, Translated by Mattias Ripa

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Iran

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12 Grade

Shooting Kabul (2011) By: N.H. Sanzai 

COUNTRY REPRESENTED:  Afghanistan (part of the novel takes place in the United States)

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 5th-8th Grade

Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood (2007) By: Ibtisam Barakat 

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Palestine

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 6th-8th Grade

The Flag of Childhood: Poems from the Middle East (2002) By: Naomi Shihab Nye

COUNTRIES REPRESENTED: Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Palestine, etc. 

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 3rd-7th Grade

The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf (2006) By: Mohja Kahf

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Syria (but takes place in the United States)

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade 

The Story of My Life: An Afghan Girl on the Other Side of the Sky (2005) By: Farah Ahmedi

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Afghanistan

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th Grade

Thura’s Diary:My Life in Wartime Iraq (2004) By: Thura Al-Windawi, Translated by Mattias Ripa

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Iraq

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12 Grade

19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems from the Middle East (2005) By: Naomi Shihab Nye

COUNTRY REPRESENTED: Palestine

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: 4th-8th Grade
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Sequence for multiculturalIiterature study
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Five-phase approach with black literature.

Phase I; African roots through traditional fterature

Bryan's Boat the Story-Drum, Pum-Pum

Bryan's Lon and the Ostich Chicks

Bryan's Turtlo Knows Your Name

Carew's Childron of the Sun

‘Garaws The Third Gif

‘Gourlander's Tho Grostand the Hido: And Other Afrcan Stries of Hoross, Ghiefs, Bards, Hunters, Sorcarors
‘and Gomman People.

Grfakconi's The Vilage of Round and Square Houses

Haley's A Story A Story

Hamilton's In the Beginning: Creation Stries from Around the World

Knutson's Why the Crab Has No Head

Lester's How Many Spots Does a Leopard Have? and Other Taes.

Steptoe's Mufaro's Boautiul Daughters: A Afican Tale

Phase I: Extension of tles into folklore of the American Plantation South

Harmilto's Tho Feople Could Fy: American Black Folkales

Harrs's Jump! The Advonturos of Bror Rabbt

Harris's Jurmp Again! More Adventures of Brer Rabbit

Jaquith's Bo abbit Smart or Tue: Folkales from o Gulah

Keats' Jonn Henry: An American Legend

Langstals What a Morming! The Chrstmas Story in Black Spirtuals

Lesler's The Tales of Uncle Remus: The Adventurss of Brr Rabbit

Lester's More Tales of Uncle Remus: Further Adventures of Bor Rabbi, His Frionds, Enemiss, and Others

MeKissack's Fossie & the Foc

Sanfield's The Adventuros of High John the Conqueror

San Souci's The Talking Eggs: A Foltal rom the Amercan South

Phase Il Historical biographies and nonfiction

Ferrs's Go Froe or Die: A Sory o Harret Tubman

Harmion's Anthony Burns: The Doleat and Tiumph of  Fugtive Stave

Meltzer's The Black Americans: A Hisory in Their Own Words

McKissacks A Long Hard Jouray: The Story of the Pullman Porter

Milrs Frederick Douglass and the Fight for Froedom

Mitchel's Shoes for Everyone: A Story About Jan Matzeiger

Parterson's Frederick Douglass: Freedom Fighter

Phase IV: Historical fiction

Hamilton's The Bels of Ghristmas

Hurmenoe's A Girl Called Boy (fant

Monjo's The Drinking Gourd

Teylor's The Gold Cadilac

Taylor's Lot the Circo Bo Unbroken

Taylor's Rollof Thunder Hoar My Cry

Phase V: Contemporary poetry, biography, end fiction

Postry of Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks,Tom Feslings, and Elcise Greenfield

Blographies of such people as Martn Luther King, Jr. Barbera Jordan, Malcoim X, Langston Hughes, and
‘Arthur Mitchell

Gilfon's Everstt Anderson's Goodbye

Davis's Langston: 4 Play

Flournoy's Tne Patchwork Quit

Greenfield's Nathanie! Taking

Groenfelds Sister

Greanfield’s Under the Sunday Tee (postry)

Hamilton's The House of Dies Drear

Hamiton's Junius Over Far

Hamilton's Zeely

Lits Chican of Long Ago (poetr)

Matni's The Huncred Ponny Box

Myers's Scorpions

Palterson's Marti Luthor King,

Tobias's Artrur Mitchell

Waler's Justin and the Bost Biscults n the World

with istorcalseting)
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Five-phase approach with Hispanic area literature

Phase I: Anclent Aztec and Mayan follors and poetry

Boals Stoios oid by the Aztecs: Baoro the Spaniards Came
Blerhorst’s T Hungry Woman: Myths and Logends o the Aztecs
Blerhorst’s The Monkey's Haiout and Ofher Stoies 0k by the Maya
Blackmore's Wry Comis Goiden: Stoios about Pants

De Gerez's My Song i a lece ofJade

Hingosa's The O Lady Who Ale People

Kurtycz and Kobshis Tigers and Opossurs: AnimalLagands:
Lattimore's The Flame of Poaco: & al of the Aztocs
"Rohmer,Chow, and Vidaure's Th inviste Hunters

Phase Il Narrowing the selections to newer Hispanic follales and taies that reflct nteractions
With other cultures

‘Aardoma's Tho Al of 1o Drum;: A Tl from Tizapan, Mexico
Belor's Once i Puorto Alco

Belre's T Rainbow-Colored Horse

Blerhorsts Doctor Coyot: A Nativo Amorican Assop's Fables
Blerhorats Spnt Chid A Stoy f the Nathy
GoPaoi's The Lacy o Guadekpe

Finger's Taes fom Siver Lands

Griagoy Masstas and Anaya's Cuentos: Taes o the Hspanic Southwest
"Rohmer and Wison's Mother Scorpion County

Phase il: Norfictional Iterature that provides historical perspective
Burand’s An Aztec Town

Marri's Aztecs and Spaniarcs: Cortes and he Conguest of Mexico
Martinollo and Nesmih's With Domingo Loal n San Antori, 1734
Woyer and Gallonkamp's Tho Mystey o he Ancient Meya

Pragas Stangers in Thoi Own Land, A History of Mexican-Amerians
Phase V: Historica fiction

O'Delrs Carbta

O'Dells The King's it

O'Dell’s The Capive, The Featherod Sarpan, and The Amsthyst Aing
Phase V: Contemporary Hispanic lterature

‘Ashabranner's Chian o the Maya: A Guatomalan ndian Ocyssoy
Beatys Lupta Manana

Bothancour's TH UM .5,

Cianarox's The House on Mango Street

Hal's Danzal

Krumgold's . And Now Miguel

Welzer's Tne Hispenic Americans

Monrs Falta

Mot Going Home

Mora's Crants (poetry)

Pona's Kk Stores and Pooms in Englsh and Spanis for Chicron
Pona's Tun-Ta-Ca-Tun. More Stries and Poerms 1 Engish and Spanishfor Chien
Phillps's The icture Sory of Nancy Lopez.

Roberts's Henry Cisneros: Mexican American Maor

White's Cosar Chavoz, Man of Courago




